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   Fax 308-987-2349


DATE:  November 1st, 2014
TO:  Overton Public School Parents
SUBJECT:  Notice of Adequate Yearly Progress and School Transfer
The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB) requires that all states create high academic standards for the core areas of reading, writing and math. The goal of NCLB is for every student to meet or exceed these standards by the school year 2014. The measure of annual progress toward these standards is called Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). AYP is based primarily on the results of the Nebraska state assessments given to students in grades 3 through 8 and grade 11. Also, schools must meet the state’s academic proficiency benchmarks, as well as other indicators such as test participation, and attendance/dropout/graduation rate to make AYP.
I am writing to inform you that Overton Elementary School has been designated as a “School in Need of Improvement”, under these federal guidelines because a portion of our students did not reach NCLB goals for two consecutive years.  As a result, the federal law makes provisions for students to transfer to another elementary within the Overton School District.  However, the transfer option is not available in Overton Public School as we only have one elementary school.
Please know that the School in Need of Improvement designation refers to federal criteria and does not reflect the overall quality of our school.  Overton Public School is dedicated to providing a superior education that ensures academic success for all its students.  We remain a fully accredited school in complete compliance with State of Nebraska regulations, including quality curriculum and teaching staff.  If you would like to compare achievement scores in our district to others schools across the state, you may access the information on the school website, http://www.ovr.esu10.k12.ne.us/, by clicking on the State of the Schools Report link.  To be removed from the School in Need of Improvement status, the district must meet the grade span achievement standards for two consecutive years for all subgroups.  The AYP grade span achievement standard is that 100% of the students meet/exceed the standards.
Overton Elementary is in year 1 of Title I School in Need of Improvement Status.  In the year 2012-2013 the reading goal was to have 79% proficient on the state reading assessments and there was one subgroup that did not meet that goal.  In the year 2013-2014, the same subgroup did not meet the goal of having 100% of the students proficient on the state assessments.  In the year 2012-2013, Nebraska had a goal of 77% proficient on the Mathematics assessments and Overton had one subgroup not meet this goal.  In the year 2013-2014, the goal in Mathematics was 100% and the same subgroup did not meet the goal.  Overton Elementary will be in School in Need of Improvement Status until all subgroups within our district are able to meet the reading and math goals two years in a row.  

Because of this status, Overton Elementary will develop a two-year plan to help the subgroup meet the goal and ensure all other subgroups continue to meet the goal of 100% proficiency.  The School Support Accountability Compact Team will develop and submit a plan to the Nebraska Department of Education.  The following are examples of what the plan will consist of:

· Ensure all teachers are trained in APL techniques.  APL is an instructional model that focuses on student engagement in the classroom to increase learning for all students.   

· Continue to examine our local assessment data to ensure all students are provided the opportunity to learn in every classroom.

· Overton Elementary staff will be evaluating our Language Arts Curriculum and comparing it with the new Language Arts Standards.  The purchase of new materials could be a result of this review. 

· Overton Elementary staff will be evaluating our Mathematics Curriculum and comparing it with the new Mathematics Standards once they are approved by the State Board of Education.  The purchase of new materials could be a result of this review. 
Some student groups may require additional instructional interventions, pending a review of our current programs and services.  In addition, Overton Elementary will partner with ESU 10 for professional development opportunities to enhance teaching and student learning in classroom.  Overton Public School District will work with the Nebraska Department of Education to provide technical assistance to Overton Elementary School as required by the NCLB law.
Parent support is essential to help your student reach his or her highest academic success, but parents may need ideas about the best way to be involved.  Student achievement is a partnership between school and home.  A strong partnership has been proven to be effective in promoting student achievement.  A few suggestions include:
· Communicate regularly with your child’s teachers about overall goals throughout the year and your child’s progress toward those goals.  Communication can be in the form of phone calls, emails, or face-to-face communication. 
· Make sure your child attends school regularly.  Attendance is important at every grade level.  When your child must be absent, please talk with the teacher to coordinate make-up work and assignments.

· Help your child with his or her homework.  Set aside time and a place for your child to do their homework that is free from distraction.  
· Volunteer at the school.  Every teacher needs volunteers to help in the classroom, or even with projects that can be done in your home.  Other areas in the school, such as the office or cafeteria, also need volunteers.
We are very proud of our students and of the education they receive from the staff at Overton Elementary School.  We have great teachers that are dedicated to the education of your children and to the success of our school.  We also are committed to continuous improvement, and so will continue to seek new data and make any changes necessary to benefit student learning.  We appreciate and depend on your ongoing support and assistance, and welcome your suggestions.
Yours in Education,
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Brian Fleischman, K-12 Principal

Overton Public School
