
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 
STEM Challenges in the Elementary 

 

     My name is Mrs. Becky Marshall, and I am a Title teacher at Overton Public School. I love 

my job! I get to work with some of the best students you will ever find. My job is to decrease 

the number of pupils in the classroom for teachers and students. I get to work with small 

groups of students in grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade. I work with all levels of ability. All 

of the students I see and work with are AWESOME!  

 

     We have been trying some STEM Challenges in my 3rd grade math group. One was the pa-

per airplane challenge. The students’ task was to make their airplane fly the farthest.  

Blaine, Kylie and Anna are ready to fly their airplanes.                               Kylie was the winner! 

 

     Then, we made the airplane challenge a little trickier by adding cargo (coins). We wanted to 

see who could fly the most amount of money the farthest. The students decided that adding 

cargo decreased their flight time.   



 

 

 

Britton, Blaine, Emma, Kylie, and Anna     Riley and Britton are measuring how far Dash the 

     With Mr. Christensen       robot traveled while Emma and Mr. C look on. 

 

     Another math challenge the 3rd graders tried was with robots named Dot and Dash. We 

used our iPads to code our robots and make them behave how we wanted them to.  Mr. 

Christensen, our tech teacher, helped us with this task. This assignment was definitely a favor-

ite of the students! 

     If you ever get a chance, stop by and say hello. All of my students love a chance to show off 

their knowledge and tell you what we have been learning! 

 

 

Overton FCCLA also had a book drive and cake raffle to raise money to purchase books.  We collected and purchased over 100 books 
to donate to local families as well as hospitals and children's organizations throughout the state.  

 

Have you completed a random act of kindness?  Make sure to check out the Overton Random Act of Kindness Facebook page.  Ab-
by Lawton started this group as part of her FCCLA service project.  She also recently spearheaded a food drive. The Overton stu-
dents, staff and community collected over 230 items for the Overton Food Pantry.   

 
What's Been Happening in Overton FCCLA? 



 

 

 

RECORDS are BREAKING!!!! 
3 volleyball records fell this past volleyball season.  Gracie Grote set the new career record for 

digs.  The new mark is 936 from 2014-2017 and was previously held by Laurie Callahan who had 

917 digs from 2008-2011.  Jaycee Wallace broke 2 records this year. She broke her own single 

season set assists record with 790 this year.  Jaycee also broke the career set assists record as 

she currently has 1485 while the previous record was held by Paige Smith who had 1325 set 

assists from 2008 to 2011. 

1 boys basketball records has already been broke this season.  Morgan Wallace collected 11 

steals against Anselmo-Merna on 12/12/17. The previous record was 10 steals by Creighton 

Ryan against Loomis in the 2014-2015 season.  

Congrats to these student-athletes!!!!!!  

Coach Little 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

3rd Grade Field Trip 

 
On November 16th, the 3rd graders visited 

the Hastings Museum to attend the Native 
American Festival.  During the festival, the Many 
Moccasins Dance Troupe performed dances 
and educated students about their culture.  
Students were able to make cornhusk dolls and 
beaded jewelry, and then they played Native 
American games.  They visited the planetarium 
to watch the educational video “Earth, Moon, 
and Sun”.  The class also completed a 
scavenger hunt to find minerals.   

 
         

 



 

 

 

Circle of Friends spreads some Christmas cheer. 
 
On Wednesday December 13th, Overton Circle of Friends headed out to Brookdale 
Assisted Living in Lexington. Our mission was to bring some smiles to a few faces 
this holiday season. After making “Snowman Soup”, (hot cocoa, marshmallows, 
Hershey kisses and a peppermint stick) the week before, we put on our Christmas 
hats and set off on our mission. We arrived ready to bring some joy to others. We 
split up our group and headed out. After visiting every room and passing out over 
50 packages of Snowman Soup our mission was complete. There were smiles all 
around, especially on our faces! 
It feels so good to give to others, we learn important lessons as we give of our time 
and we gain so much when we see how it affects those around us! 
 
Happy Holidays to everyone from Overton Middle/High School Circle of Friends!!!! 
 
 

 
 

Austin Lees, Tyson Reil, Kaven Raastad 
Alex Elfgren, Ms. Sloan, Mrs. Ditson, Braden Kizer, Brenden Meier 



 

 

 

From the Counselor 

A New Year is upon us, and I hope everyone feels the sense of new opportunities.  I hope your 
holidays were a great time spent with family and friends! 

. –Mrs. McCoy 

 

Starts With Hello 
Including others can be as simple as saying hello.  You 

do not have to sit and talk for hours, but a smile or nod 

at a peer can make a difference.  Strive to be someone 

who takes notice of everyone and says Hello.  It is 

THAT simple. 

 
 

Seniors and Senior Parents  
APPLY  
-Apply to the top three colleges you are considering 

attending. 

-Go to the Admissions page of the college of your 

choice, you will find all of the information you need.  

You can apply to UNO, UNK, UNL, and Curtis all on 

the same application with the same one time fee.   

-Apply to colleges before Christmas Break so that you 

can figure out what schools you want to attend.   

 

SENIOR & BABY PICTURES 
-Please turn in pictures by Christmas Break! 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
-More and more scholarships are being put on the 

Google Document that was shared with Seniors and 

Parents.  Paper Applications have been emailed.  

Check that as well as use ScholarshipQuest on 

www.educationquest.org for the best sources for local 

and regional scholarships. 

      

FAFSA  
-Use 2016 tax returns for file for FAFSA.  If you have 

any questions Mrs. McCoy can help direct you to a 

free service with EducationQuest. 

 

Juniors and Junior Parents 
VISIT-  It is never too early to start visiting Colleges!  Go 

to the college’s website and check out the Admissions page to 
see how to schedule a visit! 
 

ACT- The Spring ACT is provided for free for all Juniors.  

If they want to take ACT before April, Overton is a test site in 
February.  Registrations is due online at www.act.org by 

Friday January 5th! 



 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE OVERTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 11, 2017 

7:30 p.m.  

 

Board President called the meeting to order. Members Present: 

 

Brennan 

Johnson 

Luther 

Meier 

Rudeen 

Walahoski 

 

Notification:  The December 11, 2017 meeting of the Overton Public School Board of Education was 

posted at the Overton Public School, on the Overton Public School web site, Beacon Observer, Post Office, 

and the Security First Bank. 

 

Open Meetings Information: To be in compliance with LB 898, The Nebraska Open Meetings Act, Board 

President informed the public that a copy of the Open Meetings Law is posted near the LMC check-out 

counter. 

 

Administration Present: Mark Aten, Superintendent and Brian Fleischman, Principal 

 

Guests Present: Hayley Ryan, Mandi Wallace, Rob Ecklund and Rachel Ecklund 

 

Public Comments: None 

 

Reports: Rachel Ecklund reported on Student Council activities. Mandi Wallace presented on the "Do The 

Math" intervention program. 

 

Communications: Freedom From Religion Foundation letter and information 

 

Other:  None 

 

Action Items: 

1. Agenda - Moved by Meier, seconded by Brennan to approve the agenda of the December 11, 

2017 regular monthly board meeting as presented. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, 

Luther, Johnson, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). Absent: (0). 

 

2. Minutes - Moved by Walahoski, seconded by Luther to approve the November 13, 2017 

Parental Hearing and the regular board minutes. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, Luther, 

Johnson, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). Absent: (0). 

 

3. Claims - Moved by Luther, seconded by Brennan to pay the December General Fund bills in 

the amount of $49,856.02. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, Luther, Johnson, Meier, 

Rudeen and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). Absent: (0). 

 

4.     Moved by Luther, seconded by Walahoski approve consider discuss and take action to approve board          

         policies 5000 series which include: Discuss consider and take action on the 5000 series board  

         policies which include 5001 Compulsory Attendance and Excessive Absenteeism, 5002 Admission of  

       Students, 5002.01 Admission of Part Time Students, 5002.02 Admission of Students who Reside Out    

        of the State of Nebraska, 5004 Option Enrollment, 5005 Transportation of Option Students, 5006    

        Foreign Exchange Students, 5008 Pregnant or Parenting Students, 5009 Adult Education, 5010  



 

 

 

       Immunizations, 5011 Physical Examination and Visual Evaluation of Students, 5012 Testing and           
Assessment Program, 5014 Homeless Students, 5015 Protection of Pupil Rights, 5016 Student Records,         5017 Routine Direc-
tory Information, 5018 Parental Involvement in Educational Practice, 5019  

      Communicating with Parents, 5020 Rights of Custodial and Non-Custodial Parents, 5022 Investigations        
and Arrests by Police and Other Law Enforcement Officers, 5023 Student Illness, 5024 Medication of           Students, 
5025 Student Insurance, 5026 Sex Equality of Students by Other Students, 5028 Initiations 

      and Hazing, 5030 Dating Violence, 5031 Student Appearance, 5032 Closed Campus, 5033 Student            
Driving and Parking, 5034 Handbooks, 5035 Student Discipline, 5036 Lockers, 5037 Student Internet           and Com-
puter Access, 5039 Fundraising Activities, 5040 Work Permits, 5041 Student Government,           5042 Bulletin 
Boards, 5043 School-Sponsored Publications, 5044 Safe Pupil Transportation, 5045           Student Fees, 5046 Secret 
Organizations, 5048 Emergency to Life Threatening Asthma or Systemic          Allergic Reactions (Anaphylaxis), 
5049 Firearms and Weapons, 5050 Reporting Related to exempt          (Home) Schools, 5052 School Wellness Policy, 
5053 Self-Management of Diabetes or 

      Asthma/Anaphylaxis, 5054 Student Bullying, 5055 Enrollment of Kindergarten, 5056 free Expression          by 
Students, 5057 Parental Involvement in the Title Program, 5059 Emergency Medical Treatment,          5060 Animals, 5061 
Therapy Dogs, 5062 Lice and Nits, 5063 Audio and Video Recording, 5064 Title 1 

      Supplement not Supplant, 5065 Bed Bugs, 5066 Early Graduation, 5067 Student Assistance Team          
Procedures. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, Johnson, Luther, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski.            Voting No: 
(0). Absent: (0). 

 
5.   Moved by Meier, seconded by Luther to approve the contract renewal for the superintendent.  
      Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, Johnson, Luther, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski. 
      Voting No: (0). Absent: (0). 

 
6.   Moved by Brennan, seconded by Meier to approve the superintendent's evaluation.  Motion 6-    
      0.Voting Yes: (6) Brennan, Johnson, Luther, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). 
      Absent: (0).  

 
7.    Moved by Luther, seconded by Johnson to adjourn at 9:37 p.m. Motion 6-0. Voting Yes: (6)  
       Brennan, Johnson, Luther, Meier, Rudeen and Walahoski. Voting No: (0). Absent: (0). 

 
Board Reports and Discussion Topics: 
 

 1.   Board Reports: 
a.  Upcoming Meeting:  Calendar Provided  
b.  Interlocal   Upcoming Annual Meeting - January 22, 2018   

 
 2.   Discussion Topics: 

A.  January Board Meeting scheduled for Monday, January 8, 2018 beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Administrative Reports: 
 

Principal’s Report: 
 1.   Enrollment Update 
 2.   Upcoming Calendar and Events 
 3.   Teacher Evaluation Update 
 4.   2018-2019 School Calendar 

 
Superintendent’s Report: 

 1.   Enrollment Option Report 

 2.   Option Enrollment-   

 a. Out –          a.       None 

b.  In -           a.       None  

  

                                                c.    Change of Status  a.        None 

   

 3.   Financial Summary Updates 

 4.   2016-2017 School Audit Report 

  5.   January Board Topics 

 6.   Committee Review 



 

 

 



 

 

 


